University of Illinois Extension 4-H Youth Development 

BROODING (HOLDING QUARTERS) CHECK LIST

BEFORE CHICKS HATCH

_____

Prepare holding quarters (brooder box) for the chicks. The brooder should provide sufficient room for chicks to move about, eat and drink. This can be a large cardboard, plywood, Plexiglas or glass box. For 10 -12 chicks the box should be about 28 - 30 inches long, 25 inches wide and 14 inches high. 

_____

Obtain a waterer and feeder to go in the box. Commercial items are available at feed stores or hatcheries. You can also use plastic containers with short sides. You may want to put marbles in the bottom of the containers to keep them from tipping over easily.

_____

Obtain a light source to provide heat for the chicks. A safety light, clamp light, gooseneck lamp or brooder lamp are all possibilities. Use only a 40 or 60 watt bulb in the light. This is to maintain a temperature of 92 - 95 degrees F. in the brooder box at the level of the chicks. The heat lamp should be on 24 hours a day. 

_____

Obtain soft pine wood shavings (or those used for hamsters or guinea pigs) to place in the bottom of the brooder. DO NOT USE NEWSPAPERS. You will need to provide a layer about 2 – 3 inches deep and may need to replace the layer of shaving every few days. Peat moss or unscented cat litter also works well.

_____

Obtain a cover for the holding quarters. This can be a welded wire screen or Plexiglas. This is to keep the chicks in and the predators out. If you use a Plexiglas be certain that there is adequate ventilation for the chicks inside the box.

AS SOON AS CHICKS HAVE DRIED AND FLUFFED COMPLETELY

_____

Put water in the waterer for the chicks. Keep litter out of waterer.

_____

Put chick starter feed in the feeder. (This was given to you when you picked up your eggs. This should be enough to last for the few days that you will have the chicks in the classroom.)

_____

Place the thermometer from the incubator in the holding quarters. The temperature should be approximately 92 - 95 degrees F. You may have to adjust the height of the lamp to maintain this temperature. Do not add a higher wattage bulb!

_____

Move the chicks to the brooder box. Dip each chick’s beak in the water and feed so that they know where it is and will begin to drink and eat.

_____

Place the cover over the top of the brooder to protect the chicks.

WHILE CHICKS ARE IN THE HOLDING QUARTERS

_____

Replace water on regular basis. Fresh water is important.

_____

Be sure they have adequate feed while they are in the brooder.

_____

Change the shavings as they are dirtied. Never place chicks on a smooth surface. They cannot grip a slippery surface and their legs tend to go out to the side. This disjoints the legs and cripples the chicks. This condition is commonly called "spraddle leg."
_____

Be sure that the chicks are kept warm and well fed. This means checking the feeders, waterers, and heat every morning, noon and before you leave the school.

_____

Watch the temperature in the brooder box for the comfort of the chicks. If the chicks are huddled together in a small circle, the temperature is probably too low. It they are all spread out away from the heat source, the temperature may be too high. 

TAKING THE CHICKS TO PERMANENT QUARTERS

_____

The Extension Staff shared procedures with you at training about permanent homes for the chicks. The Illinois Humane Animal Act prohibits giving chicks as pets to children. 

_____

The local Extension office provided you with information about permanent facilities for the chicks. This information may have included: a) list of "suitable" homes where you may take the chicks; b) information about date and time the Extension staff will pick up the chicks; or c) information about where you are to take the chicks so that they can be transported to a farm. 
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