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Ask A Master Gardener Q & A

Blue hydrangea Blooming

Q. I have a blue hydrangea bush that won’t bloom.  I’ve had it for 3 years and it looks very healthy, but no blooms.  It is planted on the east side of my home, so it gets morning sun.  Do I have it planted in the wrong location?

A. Your hydrangea sounds like ‘Niko blue’ a cultivar of Hydrangea macrophylla.  There are several reasons your blue hydrangea will not bloom.  Your hydrangea is probably getting enough sun unless a tree or shrub nearby has grown larger and blocks the light.

We suspect the reason for lack of flowers is incorrect pruning of the plant.  ‘Niko blue’ is one of the types of hydrangea that produces flowers on new wood that grows off of shoots produced the previous year.  These shoots grow from the crown of the plant and lack side branches that grow off of them.  The following year these shoots grow side branches and flowers are produced on the original shoot and the side branches.

If you cut the plant down in fall or early spring you removed the shoots that will produce the flowers the following summer.  When you prune the plant do not cut down the single stems.  They will produce flowers on the end of those stems and produce side branches that will also flower.

If you did not prune your plant perhaps ‘Mother Nature’ did it for you.  ‘Niko blue’ is considered hardy for zones 6 to 9.  Most of the Northern Illinois area is considered to be in zone 5.  If your plant is in a protected area or in a microclimate these plants may grow if the roots are not damaged.  This does not mean they will flower.  If cold weather killed the first year shoots this will result in a lack of flowers the following year.

In addition to the proper climate the hydrangea needs acidic soil and an even amount of moisture in order to thrive. 
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For more home, yard, garden and insect related information, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg" ��www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg� or call the Cook County/North Suburban Extension Master Gardeners at (847) 818-2901 or (847) 298-3502.


Office Hours are reduced during the fall and winter months.








