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Ask A Master Gardener Q & A 
 
Cucumber Harvest 
 
 
 

 
Q. When is it best to pick cucumbers? 

 
A. You can pick them anytime they look ready.  It is important to pick them 

when they are entirely dark green in color.  If you wait past that time and the 
blossom end begins to yellow that is too late. 

 
Generally smaller fruits are more flavorful and crispy than larger ones.  Huge 
cucumbers may impress people and win awards but they tend to be seedy. 
 
 

 
 

Master Gardeners at  
Cook County/North Suburban Unit 
(847) 818-2901 or (847) 437-6449 
www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg

For more home, yard, garden and insect related information, visit our website at www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg or 
call the Cook County/North Suburban Extension Master Gardeners at (847) 818-2901 or (847) 298-3502. 
Office Hours are reduced during the fall and winter months. 


