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Helping You Put Knowledge to Work

Ask A Master Gardener Q & A


Don't Prune Shrubs Now

Q.
I usually prune my privet hedges, bridal wreath spirea and evergreens in August.  Is it safe to do that this year with the drought?

A.
The safest thing to do is to give your pruners/shears a rest this summer. The plants are severely stressed and are using all their energy to survive this year.  If you prune them now, they will spend energy putting out new growth at the expense of using the energy for survival.

Water the shrubs deeply (one inch/week) if your community allows watering.  They may look scraggly this year, but they will have a better chance of surviving until next year.

Assuming we return to normal moisture levels during the fall and winter, you can prune the privet hedge in spring.  Prune the spirea after it blooms next spring.  August and September next year would be the appropriate time to trim the evergreens.


	





Master Gardeners at 


Cook County/North Suburban Unit


(847) 818-2901 or (847) 437-6449


� HYPERLINK "http://www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg" ��www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg� 
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For more home, yard, garden and insect related information, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg" ��www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg� or call the Cook County/North Suburban Extension Master Gardeners at (847) 818-2901 or (847) 298-3502.


Office Hours are reduced during the fall and winter months.








