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Ask A Master Gardener Q & A

Leaf Scorch on Hosta
Q.
In my yard I have several hostas that tolerate sunlight.  In previous years they have always done well.  This year the edges of some  of the leaves have lost their color and resemble transparent thin paper.  I've been watering them regularly but that doesn't seem to help.  How can I correct the problem?

A.
There are a number of hosta (Hosta plantaginea) varieties that tolerate some sunlight.  Usually those with gold, yellow, and lighter colored leaves tolerate more sunlight than do those with dark leaves.

From your description it sounds as if the leaves suffered leaf scorch.  The intense sun we've had literally burns the leaves, particularly the leaf margins where the leaf tissue is thin. Hostas are very hardy plants; they will probably survive this unusual summer.  You can remove the severely scorched leaves to improve the cosmetic look of the plants. 

For the rest of the summer it might help to provide the plants with some shade by covering the plants with lightweight row covers or cheesecloth. Use wooden stakes or plant supports to suspend the fabric over the plants.
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For more home, yard, garden and insect related information, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg" ��www.extension.uiuc.edu/cooknorth/mg� or call the Cook County/North Suburban Extension Master Gardeners at (847) 818-2901 or (847) 298-3502.


Office Hours are reduced during the fall and winter months.








