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Acer (Maple)
Acer barbatum No Current Champion Listed 0
southern sugar maple

Acer negundo No Current Champion Listed 0
boxelder

Acer nigrum Henry 328 Payson St. James R. Ream 1984 2005 54.6 14.3 85 79 276
black maple Kewanee, IL  61443

Acer rubrum Crawford Bible Chapel Church Bruce Stephens 1984 60.4 15.8 90 95 303
red maple

Acer rubrum  var. drummondii Pulaski SE 1/4 of Sec. 7, T14S-R2E Jack White & 1982 1991 62.7 16.4 75 27 279
drummond maple; swamp red maple CCTSCR

Acer saccharinum Sangamon no location available Larry P. Mahan 2000 85.2 22.3 88 82 376
silver maple

Acer saccharinum Macoupin Southwest of Palmyra, IL Larry P. Mahan 1999 87.5 22.9 81 94 379
silver maple SE 1/4 of Sec. 5, T11N-R8W

Acer saccharum McLean Funks Grove, McLean, IL Jay C. Hayek 2004 43.6 11.4 106 81 263
sugar maple

Aesculus (Buckeye)
Aesculus flava Vermilion 1511 N. Vermilion Harry E. Peterson 2004 45.1 11.8 62 59 218
yellow buckeye Danville, IL

Aesculus glabra DuPage The Lodge Hotel, McDonalds Ed Sagen, Ronald Lane 1999 56.2 14.7 67 65 260
Ohio buckeye Corp., Oak Brook, IL Thomas L. Green

Aesculus pavia Alexander Horseshoe Lake Fish & Wildlife Guy Sternberg 1972 5.4 1.4 20 16 41
red buckeye IL Dept. of Natural Resources

The Illinois Big Tree Register is administered by: DBH : diameter at breast height, measured at 4.5 feet above ground line
CIRC: circumference of tree measured at 4.5 feet above ground line
Height:  total vertical height above ground line
Spread:  average of the widest crown spread and measurment taken perpendicular to it
Total Points  = circumference (in) + height (ft) + 1/4 average crown spread (ft)

THE 2007 ILLINOIS BIG TREE REGISTER                             

The Complete List of Native Champion Trees in Illinois  
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Amelanchier (Serviceberry)
Amelanchier arborea Jasper Sam Parr State Fish & Wildlife Gary Brooks 1974 14.1 3.7 30 32 82
downy serviceberry IL Dept. of Natural Resources

Amelanchier laevis Cook 703 E. 144th Street David A. Shepard 1986 8.0 2.1 30 28 62
Allegheny serviceberry Dalton, IL  60419

Aralia 
Aralia spinosa Pope Golconda, IL 62938 Jack Kagy 1983 5.4 1.4 22 9 41
devil's walkingstick

Asimina (Pawpaw)
Asimina triloba Menard 114 West Madison Guy Sternberg 2000 14.5 3.8 26 20 77
pawpaw Petersburg, IL

Betula (Birch)
Betula alleghaniensis Stephenson Stephenson Co. P. Hallerberg 1983 29.4 7.7 63 52 168
yellow birch Historical Society Arboretum

Betula nigra Mercer 610 3rd Street, Seaton, IL James R. Ream 2005 58.5 15.3 61 85 266
river birch

Betula papyrifera Tazewell Washington Township Kay & Roger Saunders 1984 29.4 7.7 75 42 178
paper birch; white birch

Betula populifolia Mason Rt. 97 near Havana Grant L. Haley 1971 1984 19.1 5 44 42 115
gray birch

Carpinus (Hornbeam)
Carpinus caroliniana Pulaski NE 1/4 Sec. 8, T14S-R2E Jack White & 1987 13.8 3.6 47 34 99
American hornbeam; musclewood CCTSCR

Carya (Hickory)
Carya alba   (C. tomentosa) Wabash Beall Woods State Park Wayne Gillespie 1982 30.6 8 122 57 232
mockernut hickory IL Dept. of Natural Resources C. Basman

Carya aquatica Johnson SW 1/4 Sec. 9, T14S-R2E Jack White & 1984 29.8 7.8 105 50 211
water hickory CCTSCR

Carya cordiformis Bureau SE of Princeton off Rte 26 Bureau County 2005 44.3 11.6 75 86 236
bitternut hickory GPS: 41.339652°  -89.425051° Natural Area Guardians

Carya glabra Pope Shawnee National Forest Mark Donham 1989 2001 34.4 9 120 69 245
pignut hickory USDA Forest Service

Carya illinoinensis Union 100 W. Monroe Larry P. Mahan 2002 58.9 15.4 125 99 335
pecan Anna, IL  62906

Carya laciniosa Wabash Beall Woods State Park Wayne Gillespie 1982 40.1 10.5 127 66 270
shellbark hickory IL Dept. of Natural Resources
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Carya ovalis St. Clair NW 1/4 Sec. 20, T3S-R7W Wayne Wildy 2002 37.1 9.7 132 58 263
red hickory

Carya ovata Union 1.5 miles west of Cobden Jesse Rowan 1992 47.8 12.5 105 80 275
shagbark hickory

Carya texana Mason Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Guy Sternberg 2002 26.0 6.8 69 40 161
black hickory Nature Preserve

Castanea (Chestnut)
Castanea dentata Carroll Mt. Carroll Township Ralph Eads 1991 1998 38.2 10 70 47 202
American chestnut

Catalpa (Catalpa)
Catalpa speciosa Sangamon 202 Smith St. Larry P. Mahan 2002 72.6 19 67 51 308
northern catalpa Loami, IL

Catalpa speciosa Menard Petersburg, IL Guy Sternberg 2006 66.5 17.4 81 68 307
northern catalpa GPS: 39.944444°  -89.850833°

Celtis (Hackberry)
Celtis laevigata Wabash Beall Woods State Park Wayne Gillespie 1982 36.3 9.5 120 54 248
sugarberry IL Dept. of Natural Resources

Celtis occidentalis Sangamon 517 W. Jackson St. Larry P. Mahan 2003 68.8 18 96 90 335
hackberry Auburn, IL

Celtis tenuifolia Menard Starhill Forest Guy Sternberg 2000 9.6 2.5 25 20 60
dwarf hackberry Petersburg, IL  

Cercis (Redbud)
Cercis canadensis St. Clair Belleville, IL  62226 Edward Escobedo 1998 37.1 9.7 30 40 156
eastern redbud

Cladrastis (Yellowwood)
Cladrastis kentukea Cook 10347 S. Longwood Dr. Joseph R. Durham 1997 31.7 8.3 89 53 202
yellowwood Chicago, IL  60643

Cornus (Dogwood)
Cornus alternifolia Peoria Forest Park Nature Center Wayne Gillespie 1985 5.4 1.4 22 22 44
alternateleaf dogwood Peoria Park District

Cornus drummondii Carroll Mississippi Palisades State Park Ralph Eads 1973 3.4 0.9 20 15 35
roughleaf dogwood IL Dept. of Natural Resources

Cornus florida Jefferson Union Chapel Cemetery Judith Joy 1971 1984 20.3 5.3 27 39 100
flowering dogwood

Crataegus (Hawthorn)
Crataegus calpodendron Pope SW 1/4 Sec. 30, T16S-R7E Larry Stritch 1988 7.3 1.9 20 25 49
urn-shaped hawthorn; pear hawthorn Scott Grigoroff 
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Crataegus chrysocarpa DuPage Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL Edith Makra 2003 5.0 1.3 10 20 31
fireberry hawthorn

Crataegus coccinioides Dupage Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL Edith Makra 2003 11.5 3.0 16 40 62
Kansas hawthorn Kunso Kim

Crataegus crus-galli No Current Champion Listed 0
cockspur hawthorn

Crataegus mollis Will Prestwick Country Club Roger Ross 1995 33.6 8.8 48 55 167
redhaw; downy hawthorn Frankfort, IL  60423

Crataegus phaenopyrum LaSalle SW 1/4 Sec. 19, T35N-R2E Mark Brown 1989 19.1 5 27 27 94
Washington hawthorn

Crataegus punctata Effingham East of Beecher City Wayne Tipsword 1985 19.9 5.2 16 44 89
dotted hawthorn N. side of Rt. 33

Crataegus viridis Pulaski NE 1/4 Sec. 8, T14S-R2E Jack White & 1982 13.8 3.6 20 31 71
green hawthorn CCTSCR

Diospyros (Persimmon)
Diospyros virginiana Wabash NE 1/4 Sec. 23, T2S-R14W Clint Patterson 2005 31.0 8.1 130 35 236
common persimmon GPS:  38.3°  -87.92°

Euonymus 
Euonymus atropurpurea Piatt Robert Allerton Park Dr. Roger C. Anderson 1978 4.6 1.2 27 13 45
eastern wahoo University of Illinois

Fagus (Beech)
Fagus grandifolia Alexander Shawnee National Forest Larry P. Mahan 2001 54.6 14.3 112 77 303
American beech USDA Forest Service

Forestiera
Forestiera acuminata Pulaski SW 1/4 Sec. 24, T15S-R1E Guy Sternberg 1995 8.8 2.3 20 32 56
swamp privet

Frangula (Buckthorn)
Frangula caroliniana (R. caroliniana) Monroe Fults Hill Prairie Guy Sternberg 1980 3.8 1 15 12 30
Carolina buckthorn

Fraxinus (Ash)
Fraxinus americana Sangamon 917 W. Lakeshore Dr. Sangamon-Menard Unit 2003 83.3 21.8 90 95 375
white ash Springfield, IL U of I Master Gardeners

Fraxinus nigra Lake Lake Co. Forest Preserve Alfred Westerman 1986 19.9 5.2 82 31 152
black ash MacArthur Woods

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Dewitt Town of Clinton Kelly & Debbie Howry 1988 2000 77.6 20.3 88 92 355
green ash
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Fraxinus profunda No Current Champion Listed 0
pumpkin ash

Fraxinus quadrangulata McLean Funks Grove, McLean, IL Jay C. Hayek 2001 43.6 11.4 130 72 285
blue ash

Gleditsia (Honeylocust)
Gleditsia aquatica Pulaski SW 1/4 Sec. 8, T14S-R2E Jack White & 1982 1991 28.3 7.4 94 49 195
water locust CCTSCR

Gleditsia triacanthos McLean Funks Grove, McLean, IL Dick Quinten 1992 2001 55.4 14.5 145 42 330
honeylocust

Gymnocladus (Coffeetree)
Gymnocladus dioicus Sangamon Carpenter Park, Springfield, IL Larry P. Mahan 2005 39.0 10.2 106 68 245
Kentucky coffeetree GPS: 40.121666°  -89.635555° Guy Sternberg

Halesia (Silverbell)
Halesia carolina (H. tetraptera) Massac Halesia Nature Preserve L. Mahan, J. Schwegman 2003 17.2 4.5 63 28 124
Carolina silverbell B. McClain, J. White

Hamamelis (Witchhazel)
Hamamelis virginiana No Current Champion Listed 0
American witchhazel

Ilex (Holly)
Ilex decidua Alexander Horseshoe Lake Fish & Wildlife Guy Sternberg 1974 1984 4.6 1.2 26 22 46
swamp holly IL Dept. of Natural Resources

Ilex opaca White West side of Division St. Wayne Tipsword 1974 1989 20.3 5.3 44 31 115
American holly Norris City, IL  62869

Juglans (Walnut)
Juglans cinerea Henry SW 1/4 Sec. 15, T14N-R4E Lowell McKirgan 1973 2005 82.9 21.7 46 88 328
butternut Cecil Parker

Juglans nigra Kendall 8251 Van Emmon Road Katie Maurer 2001 66.1 17.3 87 90 317
eastern black walnut Yorkville, IL

Juniperus (Juniper)
Juniperus virginiana Bureau 145 Jefferson Street James R. Ream 1985 2002 38.6 10.1 63 37 193
eastern redcedar Tiskilwa, IL

Larix (Larch)
Larix laricina No Current Champion Listed 0
eastern larch; tamarack

Liquidambar (Sweetgum)
Liquidambar styraciflua Union Shawnee National Forest Larry P. Mahan 2007 39.4 10.3 123 78 266
sweetgum GPS: 37.358057°  -89.357517°  Don Poole
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Liriodendron (Yellow-poplar)
Liriodendron tulipifera Scott NE 1/4 Sec. 29 T15N-R12W William Darte 1981 80.6 21.1 82 83 356
yellow-poplar; tulip-poplar 

Magnolia (Magnolia)
Magnolia acuminata Carroll Rt. 2 Box 33, Lanark, IL Albertson, Irion, Myers 1990 63.8 16.7 100 82 321
cucumbertree Eakburg, Boelkens

Malus (Apple)
Malus ioensis Lake Ryerson Conservation Area Alfred Westerman 1986 10.7 2.8 24 22 63
Iowa crabapple Lake Co. Forest Preserve

Morus (Mulberry)
Morus rubra Calhoun Hamburg Cemetery L. Mahan, J. White, 2006 22.5 5.9 44 53 128
red mulberry Hamburg, IL B. Schuler, A. Atwood

Nyssa (Tupelo)
Nyssa aquatica Pulaski SW 1/4 of Sec. 8, T14S-R2E Jack White & CCTSCR 1982 85.6 22.4 84 44 364
water tupelo

Nyssa sylvatica Wabash Beall Woods State Park Wayne Gillespie 1982 32.1 8.4 104 43 216
blackgum; black tupelo IL Dept. of Natural Resources

Ostrya (Hophornbeam)
Ostrya virginiana Bureau Hopeland Cemetery James R. Ream 2002 25.6 6.7 60 57 155
eastern hophornbeam; ironwood 

Pinus (Pine)
Pinus banksiana Cook Jurgenson Woods David A. Shepard 1990 14.9 3.9 62 24 115
jack pine Cook Co. Forest Preserve

Pinus echinata Randolph Evergreen Cemetery Tom Seals 2000 36.3 9.5 32 52 159
shortleaf pine Chester, IL

Pinus resinosa LaSalle Ottawa, IL James R. Ream 1983 1988 44.3 11.6 57 66 213
red pine Mike Robie

Pinus strobus Bureau Oakland Cemetery James Ream 2002 2006 49.3 12.9 97 60 267
eastern white pine

Planera
Planera aquatica Wayne Heron Pond-Little Black Slough Wayne Gillespie 1987 17.2 4.5 67 35 130
water elm; planer-tree IL Dept. Natural Resources

Platanus (Sycamore)
Platanus occidentalis Christian 6 mi. east of Morrisonville Larry P. Mahan 2000 118.5 31 119 134 525
sycamore

Populus (Poplar)
Populus balsamifera Cook Sand Ridge Nature Center David A. Shepard 1990 24.5 6.4 94 40 181
balsam poplar South Holland, IL
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Populus deltoides Henderson Lomax Township Don Vaughn 1992 94.0 24.6 133 113 456
eastern cottonwood SE 1/4 Sec. 12, T8N-R6W Barrie McVey

Populus grandidentata Christian Taylorville, IL Paul Brewer 2005 27.1 7.1 89 79 194
bigtooth aspen Private residence

Populus heterophylla Pope NW 1/4 Sec. 19, T16S-R7E Jack Kagy 1987 40.1 10.5 125 42 262
swamp cottonwood

Populus tremuloides Jo Daviess Derinda Township Jerry Misek 1976 19.1 5 85 28 152
quaking aspen

Prunus (Cherry; Plum)
Prunus pennsylvanica Winnebago Winnebago Co. Forest Alan J. Branhagen 1991 12.6 3.3 42 19 86
pin cherry Preserve District

Prunus serotina Perry DuQuoin, IL Maurice O'Keefe 2003 59.6 15.6 112 78 319
black cherry

Ptelea (Hoptree)
Ptelea trifoliata Sangamon Springfield, IL Guy Sternberg 2006 3.8 1 22 18 39
common hoptree; wafer ash Private residence

Quercus (Oak)
Quercus alba Putnam Near Swaney School James R. Ream 2000 2007 84.8 22.2 65 105 358
white oak McNabb, IL

Quercus bicolor Edwards Near 250 E. 500 N. Lora Hortin 2001 63.4 16.6 80 114 308
swamp white oak

Quercus coccinea Pope NW 1/4 Sec. 16, T13S-R6E Larry Stritch 1986 27.9 7.3 88 41 186
scarlet oak

Quercus ellipsoidalis Cook Sand Ridge Nature Center David A. Shepard 1990 32.9 8.6 82 73 203
northern pin oak; Hills oak South Holland, IL

Quercus falcata Johnson T12S-R2E Bill Smith 1981 74.5 19.5 90 126 356
southern red oak

Quercus imbricaria Vermilion 301 E. Winter Ave. Paul Sermersheim 2004 48.5 12.7 81 77 253
shingle oak Danville, IL

Quercus lyrata Pope Near Kincaid Mounds L. Mahan, J. Schwegman, 2005 56.2 14.7 114 88 312
overcup oak 3 mi. SW of New Liberty, IL D. Allan, and S. Gnuse

Quercus macrocarpa Union near Buncombe, IL Larry P. Mahan 2007 89.4 23.4 90 104 397
bur oak GPS: 37.484622°  -89.064173°

Quercus macrocarpa Wabash near Mt. Carmel, IL Larry P. Mahan 2007 82.5 21.6 101 133 393
bur oak GPS: 38.391780°  -87.796830°

Quercus marilandica Washington 409 W. 3rd Street Larry P. Mahan 2004 37.1 9.7 69 75 204
blackjack oak Sparta, IL  62286
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Quercus michauxii Johnson SE 1/4 of Sec. 14 Bill Shenk 1976 1984 73.8 19.3 80 95 335
swamp chestnut oak T14S-R2E Ron Alsip

Quercus muehlenbergii Union Union Co. Refuge Jerry Garver 1983 73.8 19.3 120 78 371
chinkapin oak

Quercus pagoda Johnson Heron Pond, Cacher River Bill Reynolds 1991 2007 96.7 25.3 103 93 430
cherrybark oak State Natural Area, IDNR

Quercus palustris Gallatin Cox & Son Funeral Home Jack Kagy 1986 1997 69.6 18.2 90 118 338
pin oak Ridgeway, IL

Quercus phellos Massac Fort Massac State Park Guy Sternberg 2004 58.5 15.3 93 94 300
willow oak IL Dept. Natural Resources

Quercus prinus Sangamon Lincoln Memorial Garden Guy Sternberg 2001 37.1 9.7 74 70 208
chestnut oak Springfield, IL

Quercus rubra Pope Dixon Springs State Park Coy Stalions 1987 59.6 15.6 165 87 374
northern red oak IL Dept. Natural Resources Dr. Lawrence R. Stritch

Quercus shumardii Union 670 Jonesboro Quarry Rd. Larry P. Mahan 2002 105.9 27.7 96 96 452
shumard oak Anna, IL  62906

Quercus stellata Massac SE 1/4 Sec. 19, T15S-R6E Ken Negray 1990 56.2 14.7 95 82 292
post oak

Quercus texana (Q. nuttalli) Alexander Horseshoe Island, IDNR Guy Sternberg 2006 39.7 10.4 104 80 249
nuttall oak GPS: 37.306388°  -89.396388°

Quercus velutina Washington Private Property Dr. Beth Koebel 2007 70.7 18.5 85 77 326
black oak

Rhus (Sumac)
Rhus copallina Johnson Ferne Clyffe State Park Guy Sternberg 1980 4.2 1.1 24 8 39
winged sumac; shining sumac IL Dept. Natural Resources

Rhus hirta  (R. typhina) Menard Petersburg, IL Guy Sternberg 2006 5.0 1.3 27 11 45
staghorn sumac GPS: 39.965°  -89.801944°

Robinia (Locust)
Robinia pseudoacacia Montgomery 8211 N. 28th Ave. Larry P. Mahan 1999 62.7 16.4 76 60 288
black locust Morrisonville, IL  62546

Salix (Willow)
Salix amygdaloides Lake Cuba Marsh Forest Preserve Alfred Westerman 1986 41.7 10.9 56 48 199
peachleaf willow Lake Co. Forest Preserve

Salix lucida Cook Ivanhoe Park, Riverdale, IL David A. Shepard 2002 19.1 5 54 42 125
shining willow

Salix nigra McHenry 11606 Shuett Circle Eunice Kurtz 1980 84.1 22 68 97 356
black willow Woodstock, IL
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Sassafras (Sassafras)
Sassafras albidum Union Near Mt. Pleasant, IL Larry P. Mahan 2000 69.9 18.3 40 56 274
sassafras  South side of Rte. 146

Sassafras albidum Macoupin SW of Bunker Hill, IL Larry P. Mahan 2001 61.9 16.2 64 63 274
sassafras  

Sideroxylon (Bumelia)
Sideroxylon lanuginosum (B. lanuginosa) Monroe Fults Saltpeter Cave Guy Sternberg 1982 8.0 2.1 15 12 43
gum bumelia; gum bully

Sideroxylon lycioides (B. lycioides) Massac Farthest SE Mound J. Schwegman, L. Mahan 2003 10.7 2.8 28 30 69
buckthorn bumelia J. White, B. McClain

Taxodium (Baldcypress)
Taxodium distichum Pulaski Cache River State Natural Area Jack White & 1991 131.1 34.3 73 35 493
baldcypress IL Dept. Natural Resources CCTSCR

Thuja (Arborvitae)
Thuja occidentalis Henry Bishop Hill Cemetery James R. Ream 1984 2005 38.6 10.1 44 25 171
northern white cedar Bishop Hill, IL

Tilia (Basswood; Linden)
Tilia americana Bureau E. of County Road 900 E James R. Ream 1998 2007 74.5 19.5 60 55 308
American basswood North of Buda, IL Tony Henkins

Tilia americana var. heterophylla Warren Reuben Laverdiere 1975 1984 53.9 14.1 48 57 231
white basswood

Ulmus (Elm)
Ulmus alata Franklin SW 1/4 of Sec. 31 Franklin Co. SWCD 1985 38.2 10 63 82 204
winged elm Barren Township

Ulmus americana McLean Funks Grove, McLean, IL Jay C. Hayek 2004 49.3 12.9 130 91 308
American elm GPS: 40.355111°  -89.128769°

Ulmus americana Sangamon 4386 Spaulding Orchard Rd. Guy Sternberg 2006 60.4 15.8 98 96 312
American elm Springfield, IL

Ulmus rubra No Current Champion Listed 0
slippery elm; red elm

Ulmus thomasii No Current Champion Listed 0
rock elm

Viburnum 
Viburnum lentago Cook Sand Ridge Nature Center David A. Shepard 1990 5.4 1.4 26 17 47
nannyberry South Holland, IL

Viburnum prunifolium Menard Starhill Forest Guy Sternberg 2000 6.9 1.8 22 15 47
blackhaw Petersburg, IL


