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Current Membership

The Illinois Extension Agricultural Association (IEAA) is an energetic group of committed professionals who activity participate in association events. IEAA currently has 101 members, composed of 45 active and 56 life members. Our state organization is divided into four districts. Each district meets regularly and offers professional development opportunities and tours. New member solicitation is encouraged at the district level. 

IEAA was well represented at the 2008 NACAA AMPIC in Greensboro North Carolina.  Illinois had 10 individual members in attendance.  Illinois had good representation in Posters and Award applications.
IEAA Happenings

State association members had opportunities for professional development and social interaction at various meetings throughout the year. The spring meeting is usually held in conjunction with Illinois JCEP, usually at the Springfield Unit office at the Illinois State Fairgrounds. In 2009, this meeting also included professional development on Grant Writing.

The fall 2008 meeting was held in North District of Illinois. 35+IEAA members gathered in Stephenson County for a two day program featuring awards, business meeting and tours of Hunter Haven Farms, Inc. in Pearl City where we got to see a sophisticated dairy operation that converts manure in a methane digester, providing power to about 1/3 of the operation.  The final product out of the digester is then used for the bedding in the dairy stalls.  Pearl Valley Eggs in Pearl City was a multi building operation where the eggs are never touched from the egg laying to when the eggs are placed in the cartons!  This was quite an operation to those eggs slowly moving through the plant by the thousands and end up packed into cases ready for daily shipments.  Final tour stop was to the Lake Carroll Property Owners Association.  A tour of Lake Carroll by pontoon boats on a chilly morning along with management strategies to keep a totally man- made lake functioning properly.

State of University of Illinois Extension

Funding Issues

Thanks to the efforts of Extension Partners - an independent, not-for-profit organized created to advance the interests of Extension - and others, allocations from the state general assembly for FY 08.  FY09 was held at the FY08 levels with dire predictions for FY2010.  With the removal of our sitting Governor, funds that had previously been approved are now on more perilous ground. The President of the college has asked Department heads to have contingency plans in place for up to a 10% rescission of dedicated funds. No solid information has been supplied to field staff as of this date.
Staffing

Illinois Extension, like so many other states has a hiring freeze in place. With the Illinois dire economic forecast and expected decrease in General Revenue Funds select plans for RIF are in place.
Cost Recovery

Based on the 2003 University of Illinois Extension Strategic Agenda, cost recovery efforts are considered for most Extension programs within the state. Where appropriate, user fees are charged to accommodate program costs.  In certain instances educators are reimbursed for travel to county programs. An example is travel reimbursement for  Master Gardener Training Programs
Extension Administration instituted a mandated, uniform user fee ($30.00) for all Private Pesticide Safety Education (PSEP) training sessions in Illinois, starting September 2006. This fee is distributed to local units, trainers, and campus using a formula developed from researching the program. 

- Goals of IEAA - 

The Pursuit of excellence in Extension Education by professionals interested in agriculture.

Protect, enhance and promote the interests of Extension Professionals.
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