Illinois Extension Agricultural Association

Board Meeting

July 6, 2007
The meeting was called to order by president, Russ Higgins. The following board members were present: Dale Baird, Ruth Hambleton, Russ Higgins, Marion Shier, Ed Billingsley, Bill Lindenmier, Martha Smith, Dennis Bowman and Lynn Weis.  

The minutes of the May 12, 2006 minutes were presented. Billingsley moved to approve minutes, Baird seconded. Motion passed. 

The financial report as of July 5, 2007 was presented with a balance of $1,209.71 in the IEAA account. The 1991 funds sub accounts had the following balance: Meals at National Meeting- $2,394.06, Annual Meeting-$331.44, State Scholarship- $732.01, National Officer- $366.00. Motion was made by Hambleton to approve, seconded by Billingsley. Motion approved. 

The 1991 Fund & Scholarship Report was deferred to old business. 

There were no reports for any of the Standing Committee which included: Program Recognition Council, Professional Improvement Council, Extension Development Council, Resource and Program Development Council (Policy), and Life Member Committee. 
Under old business, Baird gave a report on moving the 1991 funds to the Credit Union. He indicated that there would be several products under IEAA name, an IEAA checking, IEAA Saving Account (SA1), a 1991 Fund Interest (SA2), and three CD’s. This is per the board’s directive as of 2005. Smith and Baird were granted permission to complete the process. 

Billingsley gave a report on PILD. The presence of local people on Capital Hill was very well received by both the participants and the legislators. Billingsley also reported in the future JCEP meeting which may be held in Los Vegas in 2008. 
Under new business, the 2007 AMPIC was discussed. Illinois is slated to have 30 members, retirees, spouses and administrators attend the conference. Iowa has indicated that they would like to partner with Illinois to serve a dinner. Total cost would be approximately $9,000 which would serve approximately 1300. $3,500 had been allocated previously. Shier moved to pay and additional $500.00 toward the meal cost. Baird amended the motion by striking the words “additional $500.00” and inserting 50% of the meal cost up to $4,500, which ever is less. Amendment was seconded by Lindenmier. Motion passed. In addition to monetary assistance, Illinois is being asked to provide six people to serve. Billingsley will be contact. Gary Bretthauer will be in charge of shirt distribution for the national meeting. 

It was reported that the 2007 Fall Meeting will be held in the Quincy, Illinois area on September 13 and 14. Mike Roegge is the chair.

Selection of the 2007 Hall of Fame and Friend of Agriculture Award was discussed given that there will be no Annual Conference in 2007.Shier indicated that a nomination form be sent out and that the president could determine the best method of voting. In lieu of presenting the award at Annual Conference, it was suggested that the award be presented at a function of the winner’s peers or at our annual fall or spring meeting. 

Advisory Member Reports were as follows:  

     -    Soybean Association/ Soybean Program Operating Board; Dennis Bowman- no report. 
     -    Corn Growers Association; Mike Plumer- no report
     -    Corn Marketing Board; Pete Fandel- no report
     -    FBFM; Jim Endress- no report
     -    Forage & Grassland Council; Dean Oswald- no report
     -    Pork Producers; John Fulton- no report 
     -    Sustainable Ag Society; Gary Letterly- no report 
     -    Wheat Association; Dennis Epplin- no report
     -    Beef Association; Justin Sexten- no report. Replacement needs to be made. 
-       Ag Literacy Coalition; Don Meyer- no report
-       Specialty Growers; Elizabeth Wahle- no report
-       Agritourism; John Pike- no report 
-       Nurserymen’s Association; Richard Hentschel- no report 
    District Director Reports:
Northern         Bill Lindenmier, Sr, James Theuri Jr.- none
East Central    Don Meyer, Sr. - Dennis Bowman, Jr. -none
West Central    Mike Roegge , Sr. -  Pete Fandel, Jr. - none
Southern; Ruth Hambleton, Sr. – Elizabeth Wahle, Jr.- Ruth indicated that the region had visited the Ethanol Research lab in Edwardsville. The next meeting was to be held at Hambleton farmstead. 
IEAA Officer Reports:
President, Russ Higgins indicated that he has really enjoyed the IAA Meetings. The IAA Board will be visiting the U of I campus this next year.
President Elect, Ed Billingsley- no report
Vice-President, Rhonda Ferree- no report
Secretary, Lynn Weis- no report 
Treasurer, Martha Smith- no report
Past President  None

Additional Reports:
IEAA Newsletter, editor – Billingsley indicated that information could be sent to either himself or Ferree. 
Extension in Action newsletter; Baird indicated that the newsletter was looking for articles approximately 100 words in length. 
Field Staff Executive Advisory Committee; Robert Bellm- no report
Illinois JCEP (Joint Council of Extension Professionals); Marion Shier- see previous comments. 
IEAA Website; Russ Higgins- it is up and running. Additional items can be forwarded to him. 
With no further business to be conducted, the meeting was adjourn. The next meeting will be held in Quincy on September 14, 2007.  
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Weis, Secretary
