March 5, 2004

Spring Association Meeting

Springfield

Robert Bellm called meeting to order at 10am. Present included: Bob Frazee, Don Meyer, Aaron Dufelmeier, Meghan Curless, Brenda Roedl, Pete Fandel, Stu Ellis, Keith Worner, Mark Hoard, Dean Oswald, Jim Morrison, Dennis Bowman, Dave Fischer, Elizabeth Wahle, Robert Bellm, Lynn Weis, Matt Montgomery, Mike Roegge

Mike read minutes of last fall’s association meeting. Don moved to accept minutes, Stu seconded. Motion passed.

Lynn provided treasurers report. All accounts now at credit union. Savings account is $4000.25 and checking account balance is $3496.53. Bob moved and Jim seconded to approve treasurer’s report. Motion passed.

1991 report- Discussion on how to improve performance of fund. Stu moved and Dennis seconded to transfer funds to U of I Foundation, at approx. 4.5% interest rate and have the 1991 Committee investigate other opportunities. Dennis amended motion to transfer funds for a 6 month time period. Motion passed.

New member initiation- Brenda Radel, Effingham unit, Natural Resources educator was sworn in by Jim Morrison. Keith Worner, Mason Co. Unit Leader was reinstated. Other new members included: Karrie Greten, Unit Leader, Randolph County, and Scott Bretthauer, Pesticide Safety. Dave Fischer moved, Dean seconded to approve new members. Motion passed.

Old Business

Dues Discussion- Lynn presented spreadsheet showing net balance with various dues structure and 62 members. Major expenses are sending 2 officers to JCEP and 1 officer to PILD, approx. cost is $3000 per year. Question on need to send 2 delegates to JCEP. ILJCEP considering pooling funds from 4 associations and sending 2 reps from the 4 associations. 

Question on improving performance of 1991 funds (and interest generated from this principal). 

Other NC states have dues ranging from $70-$100. Most are at $90. Many have the same financial problems we do. 

Need to identify potential new members and make every effort to include them in regional activities and potential opportunities from joining.

After much discussion, Bob moved to increase dues to $100, Don seconded. Discussion on fund raising opportunities, potential membership drive and need to raise dues again in future. Call for the question was asked. Motion on floor voted on and passed.

Logo-ed shirts- Pete- not enough need to follow up and considering budget problems, will probably drop idea for now.

Cost recovery- Jim- committee met Jan. 23rd. Reviewed cost recovery form and some questions generated. Will visit with administration sometime soon. Cost recovery form is now on web.

IEAA pictorial directory- Robert is willing to head efforts to provide publication if membership desires. Question on merit, use and function since web sites now contain much of this info. Robert will continue to explore idea.

Extension partners- Dave moved and Stu seconded to resume membership. Motion passed.

New Business

Ag Legislative Day is March 24. Dennis will attend. JCEP did not include anything in the gift baskets.

Orlando/AMPIC- Robert passed out information sheet. Motion was made by Dennis to have the President and VP serve as delegates. Keith seconded. Motion passed. Motion was made by Pete and seconded by Stu to have Pete and Stu serve as alternate delegates. Motion passed.

State night out is Tuesday.

Friend of Ag- Stu moved and Pete seconded to name Ron Warfield as Friend of Ag. Motion passed. 

Hall of Fame- several names were suggested, including Ted Peck.

Fall Meeting- Jim reported it will be held in northern Illinois on Sept. 20 and 21 with lunch in Lee county, tours that afternoon. The evening spent in Rochelle and business meeting the next morning.

Nominating committee for 04-05 presented the following candidates: Vice President- Mark Hoard and Russ Higgins, Secretary- Ellizabeth Wahle. Dean moved and Jim seconded that secretary cast a unaminous ballot to elect Elizabeth. Motion passed. Members present voted Mark Hoard as next VP. Dennis moved and Dean seconded to accept the slate of officers. Motion passed.

Advisory Committee Reports

Soybean Prog. Operating Board- Matt- late March will be next meeting

Soybean Assn.- Dennis- working with Quincy ADM on protein/oil program; relationship with SPOB; and soymilk in schools

Corn Marketing Board- Pete- pass reformulated fuel bill.

Forage and Grassland council- Dean/Lynn- Forage Institute in Greenfield, also Forage Expo in Bond County

Ag Literacy- Don- reported on activities

Specialty Growers- Elizabeth- state wide concern with poor attendance at programs

District Reports

WC- Aaron- in process of setting up programs

South- Elizabeth- next meeting is 19th 

Officer Reports

Robert and Stu reported on NCJCEP meeting. Minnesota agents all lost their jobs and interviewed for regional center positions. Only left a secretary in county offices. Most all states exhibiting shortfall. Iowa reorganizing in July (again).

Communication awards have funding this year, regional award winners receive $100.

Dennis- thanks for last fall’s Farm Progress Show help.

Additional Reports

Newsletter-Robert- District directors send in reports

FSEAC- Dennis- item of discussion included FYI, Banner, program leaders, so. Illinois beef position, cost recovery

ILJCEP- Dennis asked if we (IEAA) should continue to hold our spring meeting at the same time and location as the JCEP meeting.

Stu- question on Darrel Good retirement. Probably won’t replace his position. Does IEAA want to express concern with not replacing position since he was so adept and willing to provide local programs. Discussion that other positions haven’t been filled which also result in loss of local programs.

Meeting adjourned at 12:20pm

Mike Roegge

Secretary IEAA

