COUNTY OFFICIALS ACHIEVE TRAINING GOAL
Springfield – Fourteen county officials have achieved Certified County Officials (CCO) status in a University of Illinois Extension-directed educational program for local officials. The officials were recognized during the annual spring meeting of the Illinois Association of County Officials (IACO) in Springfield on April 27.

Each of the county officials completed at least 24 hours of credit in the program, part of the Certified County Officials program, a joint effort of U of I Extension and the Illinois Association of County Board Members and Commissioners.
Moultrie-Douglas County Extension Director Cheri Burcham presented Arlene Aschermann with her CCO award.  Aschermann has been on the Moultrie County Board since 2000 and has served as Chairman for four years.  Aschermann also served one term as Moultrie County Clerk and worked in the Clerk’s office for several years before being elected.  She felt her experience gave her a unique perspective for the position of county board member.

Aschermann’s proudest accomplishment as a county board member was the building of a new county jail and passing a referendum for a safety tax to help maintain the new jail. 
“It was a group effort by the board and the entire county and I am extremely proud that we were able to accomplish it, said Aschermann.”
“I think the Certified County Officials program is an excellent continuing education opportunity to keep abreast of topics that are important to county board members. I am proud to have achieved the designation of Certified County Official (Level 1),” commented Aschermann.  
Tony Franklin, Knox County Extension Director presented Robin E. Davis, Knox County Treasurer with her CCO award at the IACO conference.  Davis was elected as the Knox County Treasurer in November of 2002.  Prior to serving as Treasurer, she worked in the Treasurer’s office for 10 years.  
“The desire to improve the efficiency and operations of our local county government inspired me to run for Treasurer.  With my prior governmental and banking experience along with my educational degree in business finance, I felt that I could provide the financial leadership Knox County needed,” said Davis.  
“By working with county officials in implementing zero-based budgeting we have streamlined the budget process and wrote realistic balanced budgets.  This replaced the traditional percentage increases or decreases in departmental budgets.  This has definitely helped to improve the County’s financial position,” Davis said of her proudest accomplishment while in office.  
In addition to being Knox County Treasurer, Davis has also been married to her husband for 14 years and is raising three daughters.  
“The Certified County Officials program is an excellent opportunity for county officials to educate themselves to better serve their constituents.  One of the things that I learned through the program was laws governing budget control.  The speaker was able to come to our County and speak to the County Board.  Knox County has benefited tremendously from the implementation of this information.  I think this is a wonderful program and I am honored to become a Certified County Official,” commented Davis.        


Patricia Haskins, Ford County Board Member, was elected in 2001.  Haskins has always been interested in politics.  After 21 years as a Human Resource person, Haskins retired from Corrections and decided to start a new career. 
“The Tele-Institute programs for elected officials have been a very helpful tool in trying to make a difference.  I have also worked as a real estate salesperson and been co-owner of a business.  Experiencing different phases of community life has given me insight into the needs of people, commented Haskins.   
Jerry L. Hicks was elected to the LaSalle County Board in November 1998. In December of 2006, Hicks was voted in by the county board members to serve as the chairman for a two year term.  Hicks ran a county wide race in 2008 and was voted in by the electorate of LaSalle County to a four year term.

Hicks has always enjoyed being part of the process in organizations.  His interest was sparked when he was voted into the student council in high school.  
“My proudest accomplishment as a county official was organizing and forming the LaSalle County Board committee assignments based of board member’s individual strengths rather than on party affiliation.  I worked hard to make these assignments as fair and equitable as possible,” said Hicks
Hicks has owned and operated Hicks Accounting and Tax Service in his home town of Marseilles since 1984.  His practice involves personal and small business tax preparation, bookkeeping, and payroll services.

“I believe the Certified County Official program does strengthen the skills and leadership abilities of county officials.  The ability to attend an educational session at our local U of I Extension office makes attending sessions very convenient.  It is an honor to have achieved the CCO Level 1 designation. I am looking forward to achieving the Silver Level,” commented Hicks.  
Jean L. Hiles, has been on the Iroquois County Board for more than three years.  She is a retired teacher who decided to follow her husband by serving on the county board.  Hiles was interested in representing her area of the county.  She also wanted to finish some of the projects her husband had been working on when he passed away suddenly.  

“The program has been very helpful for me because it helps teach terminology and many aspects of serving the public in an elected position.  It also helps you get ideas from other counties and even out of state that may be beneficial to your county.  The information has been very helpful to me and I would like to see more county officials take advantage of it,” Hiles commented on the CCO program.  

Ogle County Board Member, Lynne Kilker, has served three terms on the county board.  Her second term was interrupted when she was hired by the Ogle County to handle the Economic Development department. Kilker re-ran for the County Board when that position ended.  She is now in her third year of a four-year term.

 

Kilker was born and raised in Ogle County and enjoys serving her community.  She is also an Economic Development Specialist.  

 “My economic development and financial background lend themselves to providing leadership in these areas, especially in these days of economic turmoil.  Raising the awareness of economic development issues here in Ogle County has always been a high priority of mine. We currently have no ED department so I have a real concern about Ogle County being an active player in today's economy. The financial stability of the county is also another vital area of concern,” Kilker said.  

 

“The CCO program is very worthwhile and brings us new and up-to-date info on many issues.  I just wish all county board members would take advantage of it. I will continue to make myself available for any continued training offered,” commented Kilker.  

Charles Lee, St. Clair County Board Member, is in his third year of service.  According the Lee, the people of 20th District asked him run for the office.  He is proud to service and help municipalities and communities with their needs.  Lee had a career spanning 30 years in the U.S. Air Force.  

Fulton County Clerk/Recorder, Jim Nelson, was appointed in October 2005 after his predecessor retired.  Nelson ran unopposed in 2006.  He hopes to be re-elected in 2010. 

“I enjoy the day to day challenges in the Clerk’s office and doing my part in making sure that the taxpayers of the county are receiving excellent service from this office,” commented Nelson.  

“I believe my best accomplishment was the streamlining of the election night process. With 57 precincts and Fulton County being the 9th largest county in Illinois, land wise, we now have the election judges in and done before 9:00 p.m. on election nights. With the help of the Sheriff’s Department and the City of Lewistown, all traffic around the courthouse is redirected unless they are an election judge. In addition, I hire six high school students to carry all the equipment and cases so the judges do not need to expend anymore energy, after a very long day.  It works quite well,” Nelson said.  

“Being a past business owner, I have great respect for the money that I am responsible for and make sure we get the most out of each dollar we spend in the Clerk’s office. I also did Site Acquisition and Project Management for Cellular Towers and the American Tower Corporation, Employment and Training programs in suburban Cook County and began at International Harvester in Canton,” said Nelson.  

“I believe that the CCO program is very beneficial and while every topic may not touch on your needs, they all are well thought out, with good presenters. I will continue the class work to secure the Silver Level Certification,” Nelson commented.

Carol A. Stockdale, Johnson County Treasurer, took office in December 2006 after working in the office for 21 years and under three other Treasurers.  
“I saw that I, too, could serve Johnson County as a conscientious steward of the County’s resources.  I hoped I could serve the people of Johnson County with the respect and confidence they have been accustomed.  I am proud of the efficiency of which my office runs with an emphasis on keeping up with the ever changing laws and technology,” said Stockdale.
“I welcome any opportunity to further my education and this program gives us many opportunities, if we just take the time we can gain knowledge to be better leaders in our offices and our communities,” commented Stockdale.  
Craig Taylor has served 12 years as a Clinton County Board Member with six years being vice chairman.  Taylor was always told he would make a good politician so he decided to run for office.  His proudest accomplishment while in office has been working with elected and appointed officials to update the county code book.

“The Certified county Official program has taught me a lot about programs and resources that are available to the counties,” commented Taylor.

Earl Allen, Fulton County Extension Director, presented Neil Williams, Fulton County Board Member, with his CCO certificate in Springfield.  Williams is currently in his third year as a county board member.  He ran for the county board to serve his community.  “I believe that one should serve his community in a way to make improvements for everyone,” commented Williams.
Williams is a retired educator.  He served twenty-seven years as a teacher and superintendent and principal of a rural school district in St. David.  Williams also served a six year term as a board member of Canton Union School District 66.  He served as Board President for two years and obtained a Master Board Member designation from the I.A.S.B.
“I have found the Certified County Officials program to be very informative with some very timely topics on current issues with which the board is dealing,” commented Williams.  
LaSalle County Board Member Stephen Carlson, Clinton County Board Chairman Ray Kloeckner, and Randolph County Commissioner Ken Slavens have also earned the CCO designation.  
“Today's county government officials must possess a broad array of skills to lead effectively,” said Jeri Marxman, U of I Extension local government specialist who heads the education program.  “The Certified County Officials program is designed to strengthen the leadership capacity of county officials by providing core educational and professional development opportunities.”

Participating county board members take classes covering topics such as financial
management, risk management, the Open Meeting Act, land use, ethics, emergency preparedness, and economic development. The classes are offered throughout the year in a variety of venues, including teleconferences and on-site meetings.

To learn more about CCO program, please contact Jessica Wandless, Program Coordinator for Extension’s Local Government Information and Education Network at 217-244-3735 or at tinevan@illinois.edu. 
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