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Extension Partners is a grassroots organization focused on the advancement of University of Illinois Extension. Extension provides timely, unbiased, science-based information on key issues such as economic and community development, agricultural economic development, workforce preparedness, food security, family resiliency, aging and youth development.  Programs and information are provided to Illinois citizens, businesses, agencies, and organizations in a variety of ways, including workshops, conferences, demonstrations, and web-based technologies. Most of Extension’s educational programs are offered proactively in anticipation of emerging issues and in response to issues that have been identified as high priorities by local volunteers and community leaders. The mission of Extension Partners since its inception has been to fulfill the recommendations of the Chancellor’s Commission on Extension.
Extension Partners Priority Funding Requests for FY07:
The following two items are pass-through trust fund line items found in the Illinois Department of Agriculture’s budget.

County Board Match (CBM) in the Illinois Department of Agriculture Budget

· $12,800,000 is needed for CBM appropriation. These funds represent the state’s commitment to match local dollars. This number is an increase of $960,000 from FY06 as Peoria County has passed a referendum supporting Extension and DeWitt County has increased their percentage.
 Youth Development, Statewide

· $4,674,300 is needed to fully fund a Youth Development Educator in each of the 77 Extension units, covering all 102 counties.  Youth Development Educators coordinate the thousands of volunteer leaders and the several hundred thousand youth in 4-H and other youth programs. This amount would be an increase of $2,981,300 from FY06 and would restore moneys and positions that have been cut from counties statewide over the last several years as well as fund positions in the remaining counties. 

Please contact Pamela Weber, Legislative Consultant for Extension Partners, for additional information.   Phone: 309-837-1884   E-mail: pweber221@aol.com
Extension Partners…grassroots advocates for the success of University of Illinois Extension.
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Extension Partners also supports the following funding for University of Illinois Extension:
Programmatic Funds in University of Illinois Budget

· $300,000 for Center- and campus-based specialists who will provide crucial expertise to respond to such highly needed local programs as economic development, workforce preparation, food safety and pesticide safety education for Spanish speaking audiences, and programs for young parents.
    This funding would begin to restore the more than 20 specialist positions that     
     have been lost over the last 15 years.
Cook County Extension Service
· The FY06 Illinois Department of Agriculture’s budget created a new line item for Cook County Extension. We applaud Senate President Emil Jones’ initiative. $5,150,000 is needed to maintain this program. This funding supports programs that are tailored to the unique needs of a major urban center. For more specific information about these programs, please contact the Statewide Director of University of Illinois Extension, Dr. Dennis Campion at 217-333-5900.
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