
President’s Report—Marion Shier 

Mark Your Calendars!  

• IEAA Dues need to be paid by 
Feb. 15. A  membership registra-
tion form is included on Page 6. 

• Joint Association Meeting, March 
4-5, 2004. Springfield, IL 

• IEAA Fall Association Member-
ship Meeting, September 20-21, 
2004. Northern District hosting, 
location yet to be determined. 
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Illinois Extension Agricultural Association 

President-elect’s Report—Robert Bellm 
One of the IEAA President-elect’s traditional du-
ties is to find and/or draft volunteers to serve in 
various committee positions within the organiza-
tion. 

A number of years ago, IEAA opted to appoint a 
chair and vice-chair for each of the Program 
Councils found within NACAA, our national asso-
ciation. These Program Councils would then over-
see the activities of various NACAA committees 
under them. 

While this design allows for simplicity when com-
pleting the necessary paperwork required by 
NACAA, it puts a large workload on the Council 
Chairs when it comes time for award applications 
to be processed. 

Page 3 of this newsletter lists the various Coun-
cils and Committees within our association, and 
the award categories that each committee is re-
sponsible for.  If you are interested in serving on 
any of the committees listed, please contact the 
appropriate Council Chair and let them know. 

Seasons Greetings! 

As the holiday season approaches we should take 
time to remember and share the things that are 
really important to us.  Remember to tell your 
loved ones. 

Now, we really need to encourage past IEAA mem-
bers who have not renewed their membership to 
do so, and identify potential new members and 
encourage them to join the ranks.  

 I realize that we are now in the early stages of 
“winter meetings”, but we need to schedule dis-
trict meetings in advance and try to hold our cal-
endars open for those meetings.  The state or-
ganization is important, but the district meetings 
are really where the majority of sharing, program 
planning, and camaraderie occurs.  Many district 
meetings include educational tours as part of the 
agenda.  These tours are widely varied and cover 
the diversity of our collective interests: from live-

stock to landscaping and food processors to or-
ganic production, and turf inspection to sporting 
clays.  Please attend and get involved. 

If you think of, or become aware of an issue or 
topic that you feel that the state IEAA Board 
should address, please bring it to my attention so 
that I can get it on an agenda.   

Soon it will be time to submit IEAA/NACAA awards 
applications.  Please watch the mail for The 
County Agent magazine for details concerning 
these awards.  Some of the awards include $$$ if 
you win at the national level.  Even if you do not 
win at the national level, being recognized at the 
state level for successes and jobs well done look 
good on promotion papers. 

Enjoy family and friends during the holiday sea-
son.  Remember, what you get out of an organiza-
tion is directly proportional to what you put into it. 
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At the request of Regional Director Dan Nelson, 
the Southern District changed its November 14th 
meeting location from Kaskaskia Island to the Mt. 
Vernon Extension Center.  

Topics of discussion included: 

• Formation of an Ag & Natural Resources 
Task Force within the region who’s duties 
would be to  take a comprehensive look at 
local issues and programmatic needs. 

• Prioritization of programming needs as edu-
cator vacancies occur. 

Nelson suggested that, since all Ag & Natural Re-
sources educators within the Southern Region 
were members of IEAA, that the association’s Dis-

trict meetings would be a logical forum for these 
discussion to occur. 

District meeting dates set for the remainder of 
the year are:  

• January 23, 2004—CANCELLED 

• March 19, 2004 

• April 30, 2004 

• June 4, 2004 

• September 10, 2004 

• September 20-21, 2004—Fall Meeting 

• November 12, 2004 

Southern District News—Robert Bellm 

Nominees are needed now for the following 
awards: 

IEAA Action Award—<5 years 

NACAA Achievement Award—5-10 years 

Distinguished Service Awards—10 years 

Anyone wishing to make a nomination needs to 
get the information to Ellen Trainor by December 
15.  Award Applications will be forwarded after 
December 15.  

 

Apply Now for Action, Achievement, Distinguished Service Award  

centive program for producers that Siemers has 
for the upcoming growing year.  In addition, they 
discussed the Intensive Management program in 
which they partner with Wheat Tech, Inc.  It was a 
great tour. 

Future EC District Meeting dates—location and 
program to be announced: 

April 1, 2004 
June 3, 2004 
November 4, 2004 

All IEAA members are welcome to attend. 

East Central District News—Ellen Trainor 
Five members and two life members took part in 
a tour of the Siemer Milling Company facility in 
Teutopolis on Friday, November 21. 

Steve Ayers, Ed Ballard, Kevin Brooks, Ellen Trai-
nor and Ron Waldrop, in addition to Larry Casey 
and Hugh Livesay were all given an overview of 
the milling process as well as the end products 
distributed from Siemers. 

Carl Schwinke and Dave DeVore of Siemer Milling 
took the group throughout the five-story plant to 
illustrate what is done on site.  After the tour, 
Schwinke and DeVore discussed the variety in-
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Program Recognition Council: Chair – Ellen Trainor; Vice-chair – Elizabeth Wahle 
 

• Communications Committee  – Mike Roegge 
⇒ Radio 
⇒ Published Photo & Caption 
⇒ 35mm Slide Set, Transparencies, or Computer Generated Graphics Presentations 
⇒ Direct Mail Promotional Piece 
⇒ Personal Column 
⇒ Feature Story 
⇒ Newsletter, Individual 
⇒ Newsletter, Team 
⇒ Video Tape/Television 
⇒ Fact Sheet 
⇒ Publication 
⇒ Home Page on the World Wide Web 
⇒ Learning Module/Notebook 

• Extension Programs Committee  – Sean Evans 
⇒ Search for Excellence in Remote Sensing & Precision Ag 
⇒ Search for Excellence in Crop Production 
⇒ Search for Excellence in Landscape Horticulture 
⇒ Search for Excellence in Farm Financial Management 
⇒ Search for Excellence in Livestock Production 

• 4-H & Youth Committee  – Joe Schwamberger 
⇒ Search for Excellence in 4-H & Youth 

• Professional Excellence Committee  – Mark Hoard 
⇒ AM/PIC Poster Submissions 

• Public Relations Committee  – Dale Baird 
⇒ PRIDE  Program 

• Recognition and Awards Committee  – Rick Keim 
⇒ Action Award 
⇒ Achievement Award 
⇒ Distinguished Service Award 

• Scholarship Committee  – Lynn Weis 
 
Professional Improvement Council:  Chair – Rhonda Ferree; Vice-chair – Jay Solomon 
 

• Agronomy & Pest Management Committee– Russ Higgins 
⇒ Remote Sensing & GIS Decision Support Seminar 

• Ag Economics & Community Development Committee– Ruth Hambleton 
• Animal Science Committee  – Dave Fischer 

⇒ Pre-AM/PIC Seminar & Tour 
• Forestry & Natural Resources Committee – Mike Plumer 
• Horticulture & Turfgrass Committee  – Rhonda Ferree 

⇒ Pre-AM/PIC Horticulture Workshop & Tour 
⇒ RISE Horticulture/Turfgrass Study Tour 

• Aquaculture/Sea Grant Committee  – Russ Higgins 
 
Extension Development Council:  Chair – Dennis Epplin; Vice-chair – Dennis Bowman 
 

• Public Relations & Agricultural Issues Committee  – Jim Morrison 
• Early Career Development Committee  – Bill Lindenmier 
• Administrative Skills Development Committee  – Jim Endress 
• Teaching & Educational Technologies Committee  – Susan Meeker 
• Life Member Committee  – Larry Casey 
 

Resource and Program Development Council (Policy):  Chair—Dennis Bowman, Jim Morrison, Pete Fandel 

Council & Committee Assignments 
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Communications Awards Reminder—Mike Roegge 
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Gilbert Hollis receives the Hall of Fame Award from President Dennis Bowman. Gary Ricketts receives the Hall of Fame Award from President Dennis Bowman. 

Judith Joy receives the Friend of Agriculture Award from President Dennis Bowman. Peggy Kaye receives the Friend of Agriculture Award from President Dennis Bowman. 

2003 IEAA Award Recipients  

The deadline for the 2004 NACAA Communication 
Awards application submission is March 15th. 
This works out well, since you can hand-deliver 
your completed applications when you come to 
the Spring Joint Association Meeting in Springfield 
next March. 

Realizing that January and February are pretty 
busy with programs, etc., why not take a few min-
utes before and during the Christmas holidays to 
get started on your application? 

Following is the link to last years’ communication 
award forms: 
http://www.nacaa.com/Committees/
Communications/2003commaward.pdf  

I do not know if the categories will change for 
2004, but history would suggest not. Get started 
on your award application before the winter meet-
ing season gets started. 

Look for the January edition of the County Agent 
for 2004 award application information. 

Start preparing your 
NACAA award 
application papers 
now!  
Absolute deadline for 
delivery is March 15, 
2004. 



Scenes From Nauvoo—Fall Meeting 2003 
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Elizabeth finds inspiration in the Visitor Center Garden Seeking  post-retirement careers as Master Gardeners. Larry Casey and Larry Wachtel catch up on old times.  

A “local tour guide” explains the history of Nauvoo. Waiting to tour the Jon Browning home and museum. A study in contrasts. Have we really advanced? 

Can’t Lynn ever relax and forget work? Touring blacksmith and wainwright shop. Researching sustainable & alternative agriculture. 

“You see Gary, enology is a science just like astrology!” Discussing the difference between northern & southern 
Illinois vintages. 

And they  can still walk a straight line! 



 
 
 

Illinois Extension Agricultural Association 
2003-2004 Membership Registration Form 

 
 
 
Name ____________________________________________  Region _____________________ 
 
Job Title _______________________________________  Unit/Center ____________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
                          Street                                                       City                                             Zip 
 
Phone ___________________ Fax ___________________ E-Mail Address ________________ 
 
Check all that are applicable: 
             ____ New Member                   _____ Renewal                         _____ Name Change  
 
             ____ New Address                   _____ New Phone/Fax/E-mail 
 
Total Years with Extension (Illinois Extension and other states): 
IL ________________   Other states (specify) _________________________    Total  _______ 
 
If you are a past recipient of any of the awards listed below, please indicate the year received: 
 
             ____ Action Award  (0 to 5 years service) 
             ____ Achievement Award (5 to 10 years service) 
             ____ Distinguished Service Award (over 10 years service) 
             ____ 25 Year Service Award 
 
Make Check payable to IEAA  
             ____ State and National dues $75.00 
 
Please send completed registration form and check to Lynn Weis, Bond County Unit, P.O. Box 187, Lake & 
Harris, Greenville, IL 62246. 
 
Committees: 
IEAA includes several committees covering various areas including scholarship, awards, professional develop-
ment, and more. Please check below if you are interested in serving on an IEAA committee. A board member 
will contact you to discuss the possibilities.  
 
             _____ Yes, I am interested in serving on a committee(s) 
 
             _____ No, I am not interested at this time.  
 

Dues Must Be Received by February 15, 2004! 
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mark their calendars for a regular event, such as 
a breakfast meeting for vendors every third Tues-
day of the month, or a biannual charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good place to insert 
a clip art image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, this story 
will appear on the back. So, it’s a good idea to 
make it easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a good way to 
quickly capture the attention of readers. You can 
either compile questions that you’ve received 
since the last edition or you can summarize some 
generic questions that are frequently asked about 
your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of managers in your 
organization is a good way to give your newsletter 
a personal touch. If your organization is small, you 
may want to list the names of all employees. 

If you have any prices of standard products or 
services, you can include a listing of those here. 
You may want to refer your readers to any other 
forms of communication that you’ve created for 
your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind readers to 
Caption describing picture or graphic. 

IEAA on The Web 
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/ieaa/ 

• Participate in defining the future of your profession  

• Opportunities to become better acquainted with other 
NACAA members and staff on regional and national lev-
els  

• Recognition from colleagues for your educational pro-
grams and other activities  

• Direct input into Extension policy that may affect your 
future  

• Satisfaction of doing your part in the advancement of 
your profession  

• Improvement of professional skills and abilities through 
Association activities  

Illinois Extension Agricultural Association 

The Pursuit of excellence in Extension Education by professionals interested in agriculture.  

Objectives: 

• To encourage the pursuit of professional improvement activities by IEAA members.  

• To provide leadership opportunities for IEAA members.  

• To recognize members for professional excellence.  

• To provide professional improvement opportunities for IEAA members.  

• To promote professional improvement by IEAA members.  

Protect, enhance and promote the interests of Extension Professionals. 

Objectives:  

• To encourage participation in IEAA activities.  

• To build coalitions with other Extension organizations in the advocacy of and in response to University administration, 
legislators, and other officials on matters impacting Extension professionals.  

• To serve as a conduit between field staff members and administration.  

• To provide a means for program development in all facets of agriculture .  

Goals of IEAA 

Benefits of Joining IEAA 

Officers: 

President                - Marion Shier 
President Elect       - Robert Bellm 
Vice President        - Stu Ellis 
Secretary                - Mike Roegge 
Treasurer                - Lynn Weis 
Past President        - Dennis Bowman 

District Directors: 

North                       - Russ Higgins 
                                - Gary Bretthauer 

West Central           - Mike Roegge 
                                - Aaron Duffelmeier 

East Central            - Ellen Trainor 
                                - Steve Ayers 

Southern                 - John Pike 
                                - Elizabeth Wahle 

Newsletter Editor   - Robert Bellm 


