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Silent Auction Supports Extension Partners 
Thanks to Ed Billingsley and Bill Lindenmier for 

promoting the silent auction at the fall meeting.  

Quite a variety of auction items showed up and 

voting started quietly (after all it was a silent auc-

tion) Thursday afternoon  and ended Friday 

promptly at 11:55 am with Ed calling out the min-

utes remaining the closer we got.  This year the 

auction raised over $400.00 dollars to go to Ex-

tension Partners. 

Illinois Extension Agricultural Association 

I am happy to report that IEAA membership is 

slowly growing. Welcome to 2009 new member 

Sharon Becker, Horticulture, McLean Unit and to 

Jennifer Schultz Nelson, Unit Educator, Horticul-

ture, Macon County Unit as a new member for 

2010. 

IEAA offers many member benefits and your IEAA 

Board, District Directors, and Committee Chairs 

have made good strides to be sure each member 

receives optimum benefit from IEAA membership. 

Below are some highlights of those efforts. 

IEAA provides professional development. Reports 

in this newsletter indicate that districts are ac-

tively working to provide quality professional de-

velopment opportunities for members. Please 

remember to invite non-members to district tours 

and meetings and to share upcoming events with 

other district directors in case those outside the 

district would like to attend. 

IEAA provides leadership and representation. 

IEAA is represented by its leaders at numerous 

meetings throughout the year. Vice President 

Richard Hentschel attended the regional JCEP 

meetings in San Diego and President Elect Bill 

Lindenmier attended PILD in Washington DC (see 

reports in this newsletter). These trips are valu-

able to keep us current with activities of other 

states, associations, and federal agencies. 

Equally valuable are the advisory membership 

attendance with various commodity and ag-

related groups across Illinois. I attend the Illinois 

Agricultural Association meeting each month and 

make every effort to communicate the impact 

University of Illinois Extension makes to agricul-

ture in Illinois. 

IEAA provides scholarships. I am excited to report 

that we received four IEAA scholarship applica-

tions and submitted one joint NACAA scholarship 

application this year. Think ahead to how you can 

take advantage of these funds in your own pro-

fessional development efforts. 

IEAA provides recognition. We are proud of our 

communication, DA, and AA award members each 

year. This year is no exception, but as usual, we 

can do better. Consider applying for a communi-

cation or other award in the future. 

IEAA provides policy input. The last couple of 

years have been challenging to University of Illi-

nois Extension as we adjust to changing financial 

support and program funding. Two efforts are 

underway by IEAA members to promote the value 

of Agricultural Extension in Illinois. Thanks go to 

Russ Higgins and Don Meyer for their exceptional 

leadership in these efforts. 

Take full advantage of your IEAA membership by 

being active in your organization. As always, let 

me or another board member know if IEAA can do 

more to help you ―Become a better Extension 

professional every day.‖ 
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PILD, Public Issues Leadership Development Con-

ference, April 26 -29, 2009 

Thanks to the association for paying my way to 

this conference. 10 members of the State Advi-

sory Council attended. I was impressed with the 

number of members on the state council and 

each of their commitments to helping Extension. 

This three day conference started Sunday, April 

26th with a tour of the monuments in the evening. 

Seminars were held Monday and Tuesday and on 

Wednesday the association members headed to 

Capitol hill to talk to their legislators to make sure 

funding for CSREES, Cooperative State Research 

Education and Extension Service, and related 

areas was not cut and that the Congressmen 

were aware of Smith-Lever and Hatch Act funding 

in particular. These are the areas that fund some 

of the basic research at the land-grant universi-

ties. 

Here are some of the highlights from my visit. 

Main subject was the renaming or moving 

CSREES to the National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture, still under the USDA. Different 

but the same general functions. This was 

part of the farm bill passed last June. This 

was news to me and somewhat confusing as 

to where everyone will fit in and how it 

changes things in this area. The director is 

not named yet, but this person will also be 

the lead scientist in the Department of Ag if I 

understand correctly. This person would 

have a lot of influence in the department and 

this seemed to be a big positive as a result 

of the change. 

Presentation by Virginia Harris, statistician 

with NASS on the 2007 Ag Census results 

and the new data just released. They will be 

doing some follow up surveys on looking at 

doing a landowner survey in 2010 or 2011. 

Tour of the office of the American Farm Bu-

reau Federation. This was very interesting. 

AFB has 8 lobbyists, I believe they said. All 

with different areas of concentration, such 

as crop issues, animal welfare issues, mar-

keting issues, etc. The NACAA group talked 

with 3 of the lobbyists, all young ladies that 

really knew their issues and how to get their 

point across to legislators. 

Big issues right now are of course the limits 

on government payments to people with 

$500,000 income or more. Farm Bureau is 

adamantly opposed to any limits in that 

there is no good place to draw the line and 

they will not take a position on anything that 

will pit members against each other, unless 

instructed to do so by the state and national 

resolutions.     The other issue is a bill in both 

the house and senate that would ban horse 

slaughter in the US even though no plants 

are operating since the two in Texas and one 

in Illinois have closed. The Humane Society 

is really pushing this. They are becoming the 

animal rights force on the hill. Only about 4% 

of their budget goes to helping animals, 

while the rest is spent on lobbying issues like 

this. Of course FB is opposed since it will do 

nothing except open the door to banning 

slaughter of other species of animals includ-

ing those we eat, which of course is the goal 

of the Humane Society and other animal 

rights groups even though they won’t admit 

it. 

Sessions on Addressing Controversial Public 

Issues with Confidence and Working Effec-

tively with the Members and Staff of the US 

Congress. These were helpful in understand-

ing how to approach congressmen and their 

staff to get the point across without being 

offensive. 

Letters were taking 4 to 6 weeks to get 

through screening, but now it is down to 1 

week to 10 days, so that is a good way to let 

congress people know your views, as com-

pared to before. E-mails with a follow up 

phone call is good. Form letters are practi-

cally worthless other than a large volume 

shows many are interested in a given topic. 

They really do not care to much to hear from 

people outside their own districts. Staff peo-

ple may be more important to talk to, since 

they are the people the congressman is ask-

ing to get information on a topic. Building a 

relationship with the aides is important as 

well as offering to help on a given subject. Be 

precise and limit your subject to one or two 

topics at the most. 

This whole conference was designed well, but 

some things that were brought up may improve 

the contacts as many of the congress people did 

not even acknowledge Marilyn’s calls for appoint-

ments, unlike the two I visited. It was mentioned 

PILD Report—Bill Lindenmeier 

“In this temple, as in the hearts of the people 

for whom he saved the union, the memory of 

Abraham Lincoln is enshrined forever.” 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial, Washington DC 
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by some at the conference that rather than one 

person making all the appointments like Marilyn 

did, the local volunteers should make them 

ahead of time at their local district offices. They 

would be more willing to set something up with a 

voter in their own district and be sure to keep the 

appointment. 

I was impressed how easy it was to talk to your 

representative or their aides. 

I believe the state council could be doing this 

same sort of activity each year at the state level. 

We could spend much less money and influence 

our funding from the state in a much more effec-

tive manner than what Extension seems to now. 

These contacts could be made in addition to the 

important activities in Washington D.C. 

This was a very interesting trip and experience. By 

all means, attend if you get the chance. 

2010 Directors/Junior Directors: 

North—Jim Endress/Russ Higgins 

West—Pete Fandel/TBA 

East—Marion Shier /Paul Mariman 

South—Robert Bellm/Marc Lamczyk 

The following Officers and Board Members were 

installed at the Fall Meeting in Arthur: 

President—Bill Lindenmeir 

President Elect—Richard Hentschel  

Vice President—Lynn Weis 

Secretary—Jeff West 

Treasurer—Dale Baird 

 

PILD—cont. 

2010 IEAA Officers & Board 

Additionally, Dennis Epplin submitted an NACAA 

Group Scholarship application, on behalf of nine 

IEAA members. The group plans to travel to 

Puerto Rico this February to tour several seed 

production winter grow-out nurseries, including 

those operated by Illinois Crop Improvement As-

sociation, Pioneer, and Monsanto. Visits with 

Puerto Rican extension agronomists are also 

planned. 

The NACAA Scholarship Foundation reviewed the 

application at the 2009 AM/PIC in Portland, and 

Illinois has  received verbal confirmation the 

group  has been awarded $7200. 

Remember that a $40 member donation qualifies 

an active member to receive up to $1000 per 

year ($2000 lifetime total) in NACAA scholarship 

support. Where else can one receive that type of 

return on an investment? 

Scholarship Committee Report—Dale Baird 
The IEAA Scholarship committee recently 

awarded IEAA Scholarships to assist with travel 

expenses for the following individuals attending 

upcoming professional development events. 

Jim Morrison and Dean Oswald are planning to 

attend the American Forage and Grassland Coun-

cil Annual Conference, June 21-23 at Grand Rap-

ids, Michigan.  Dennis Epplin is planning to attend 

the No-Till Field Day, July 23 in Milan, Tennessee.  

Also, James Theuri is planning to attend the Na-

tional Small Farm Conference, September 15-17, 

Springfield, Illinois. 

Congratulations to Jim, Dean, Dennis and James! 
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The Fall IEAA meeting was a rounding success for 

everyone attending. Members visited an Amish 

buggy shop, and learned that LED taillights have 

become standard safety items on buggies, and 

that buggies, like the Model T Ford, can be pur-

chased in any color desired as long as it is black. 

The local cabinet shops all use power tools that 

run on either compressed air and hydraulics. The 

last tour stop was to visit the ―The Great Pumpkin 

Patch‖ where over 400 varieties of pumpkins and 

gourds are grown each year. They have collected 

seeds from over 19 countries around the  world.  

They draw in over 45,000 visitors in a few brief 

weekends! 

Thursday night’s meal was hosted in an Amish 

home, and everyone left totally stuffed until they 

were ready to explode! 

During the Friday business meeting, Denise 

Thompson, Illinois Crop Improvement Association, 

awarded plaques to the 2009 NACAA Communi-

cation Awards. Recipients were: Elizabeth Wahle—

Computer Generated Presentation, and Program 

Promotion Piece; Dean Oswald—Feature Story, 

and Publication; Ed Billingsley— Fact Sheet, Pub-

lished Photo, and Personal Column. 

Paul Schuette, Illinois Farm Bureau, recognized 

two members for 25 years of service. Don Meyer 

and Jeff West were awarded their 25 year pen, 

and also received a $50 gift card from Illinois 

Farm Bureau in recognition of their tenure. 

2009 Fall Membership Meeting—A Good Time Was Had by All 

Communications Awards: 

Published Photo & Caption: 

Ed Billingsley (NC Region Winner) 

Computer Generated Presentation: 

Elizabeth Wahle 

Program Promotional Piece: 

Elizabeth Wahle 

Personal Column: 

Ed Billingsley 

Feature Story: 

Dean Oswald 

Fact Sheet: 

Ed Billingsley 

Publication: 

Dean Oswald 

2009 NACAA/IEAA Award Recipients 
Service Awards: 

Action Award – Marc Lamczyk 

Achievement Award – Elizabeth Wahle 

Distinguished Service Award – Russ Higgins 

 

Search for Excellence in Crop Production: 

Robert Bellm 

Search for Excellence in Precision Ag and Remote 

Sensing: 

Dennis Bowman (National Finalist) 

 

Poster Submissions—Applied Research: 

Jim Morrison 

Mike Plumer 
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Russ Higgins, Extension Educator—Integrated 

Pest Management , was awarded the NACAA Dis-

tinguished Service Award at the annual Awards 

Banquet of the 2009 AM/PIC. 

Russ’ programming efforts include pest identifica-

tion and control primarily in the area of agricul-

tural production. He conducts programs for both 

adult and youth audiences in a 12 county area in 

northeastern Illinois. He is past president of IEAA, 

and is a graduate of the Illinois Agricultural Lead-

ership Program, and was a member of the 2008 

NELD Program. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Wahle, Extension Specialist—

Horticulture, was awarded the NACAA Achieve-

ment Award at this year’s Annual Meeting and 

Professional Improvement Conference in Port-

land, Oregon. 

She provides statewide leadership in horticultural 

research and Extension programs, emphasizing 

commercial fruit and vegetable production. Her 

focus is sustainable production, including variety 

selection, plant culture, and pest management. 

She conducts applied research and demonstra-

tion trials and carries her program to a variety of 

groups, including commercial growers and their 

professional associations. She is the co-editor for 

the Midwest Strawberry Production Guide and 

coordinates the Illinois State Horticulture Society 

cider contest. 

Kudos & Congratulations! 

Photos from Around the State and Country…… 

level was recently emailed to all active members. 

Dues should be forwarded to:  

Dale L. Baird 

Extension Educator, Crop Systems 

1392 McGirr Road 

Franklin Grove, IL  61031 

Dues Increase Passed for 2010 
At the 2009 Fall IEAA Meeting, membership over-

whelmingly voted to increase annual dues to 

$120 (from $100).  The dues increase was ne-

cessitated to continue to support travel expenses 

for the vice president to attend the Regional JCEP 

Meeting (Tennessee) and the president-elect to 

attend the PILD Meeting (Arlington VA).  An up-

dated membership form showing the new dues 

Elizabeth Wahle—2009 AA Recipient 

Russ Higgins—2009 DSA Recipient 
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And for just a few dollars more, you can get the deluxe package with alloy 

wheels, moon roof. and premium sound system. 

Just a few of the more exotic specimens produced at the Great Pumpkin 

Patch. 



Photos from Around the State and Country………….. 

Russ Higgins receives DSA plaque from NACAA President Rick Gibson during 

2009 Awards Banquet at Portland, OR. 
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IEAA members and Retirees attending the April Meeting held in Oregon Illinois. 

(Names have been removed to protect the innocent and anyone in the witness 

protection program) 

 

Dennis Epplin checks out  his newest purchase under the “Cash for Clunkers” 

Program. 

Paul Wirth contemplates the potential for  a buggy-to-cannon-carriage 

conversion. 

Multnomah Falls, Oregon 

What do you mean? I thought YOU guys were bringing the beer this year! 



mark their calendars for a regular event, such as 

a breakfast meeting for vendors every third Tues-

day of the month, or a biannual charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good place to insert 

a clip art image or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, this story 

will appear on the back. So, it’s a good idea to 

make it easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a good way to 

quickly capture the attention of readers. You can 

either compile questions that you’ve received 

since the last edition or you can summarize some 

generic questions that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of managers in your 

organization is a good way to give your newsletter 

a personal touch. If your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of all employees. 

If you have any prices of standard products or 

services, you can include a listing of those here. 

You may want to refer your readers to any other 

forms of communication that you’ve created for 

your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind readers to 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Participate in defining the future of your profession  

Opportunities to become better acquainted with other NACAA 

members and staff on regional and national levels  

Recognition from colleagues for your educational programs 

and other activities  

Direct input into Extension policy that may affect your future  

Satisfaction of doing your part in the advancement of your 

profession  

Improvement of professional skills and abilities through Asso-

ciation activities  

Illinois Extension Agricultural Association 

The Pursuit of excellence in Extension Education by professionals interested in agriculture.  

Objectives: 

To encourage the pursuit of professional improvement activities by IEAA members.  

To provide leadership opportunities for IEAA members.  

To recognize members for professional excellence.  

To provide professional improvement opportunities for IEAA members.  

To promote professional improvement by IEAA members.  

Protect, enhance and promote the interests of Extension Professionals. 

Objectives:  

To encourage participation in IEAA activities.  

To build coalitions with other Extension organizations in the advocacy of and in response to University administration, legislators, 

and other officials on matters impacting Extension professionals.  

To serve as a conduit between field staff members and administration.  

To provide a means for program development in all facets of agriculture.  

Goals of IEAA 

Benefits of Joining IEAA 

 

Officers: 

President - Bill Lindenmeir 

President Elect - Richard Hentschel 

Vice President - Lynn Weis 

Secretary  - Jeff West 

Treasurer - Dale Baird 

Past President - Rhonda Ferree 

District Directors: 

North   - Jim Endress 

  - Russ Higgins 

West Central - Pete Fandel 

  -  

East Central - Marion Shier 

  - Paul Mariman 

Southern  - Robert Bellm 

  - Marc Lamczyk 

Newsletter Editor - Lynn Weis 

IEAA on The Web 

http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/ieaa/ 


