
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13 

Featuring: 

 Six Breakout Sessions  

 Approved CEU’s for  

Professional Development 

One Gateway Drive 

Collinsville, IL 



Gateway Green Industry Conference 

A.  Identification and Management of Woody Invasive Plants  -     

     Chris Evans 
 

B.  Perennial Garden Maintenance  - Martha Smith 
 

C.   Ecology and Identification of Illinois Native Oaks & Hickories  -     

       Chris Evans 
 

D.   Maintaining a Successful Native Garden  -   Scott Woodbury 
 

E.   Midas Touch -  Martha Smith 

 

F.   Tips for Identifying Trees in Winter - Chris Benda 
 

G.  Water Management in the Landscape - Chris Enroth 
 

H.  Prescribed Fire Management  - Jeff Harris 

 

 

 

 

I.    Illinois Native Wildflowers for Gardens - Chris Benda                      
       

J.   How to Kill Your Tree-A Guide to What NOT To Do  - Chris Enroth 
 

K.  Chain Saw Safety and the Open Face Boring Back Cut  -           

      Kevin Rohling 

Lunch on Your Own - 11:20 a.m.  - 12:30 p.m. 

Session I -  8:00  -  9:00 a.m.  

Session II -  9:10  -  10:10 a.m.  

Session III -  10:20  -  11:20 a.m.  

Session IV -  12:30 - 1:30 p.m.  



 Gateway Green Industry Conference 

L.  Pollinators in the Landscape -      

      Ken Johnson 
 

M. Trees Natural Defense Mechanisms  -      

     Ryan Pankau 
 

N. Pruning Shrubs in the Landscape -     

     Ben Chu 

 

O.  Preventing Tick and Mosquito Bites    

      - Ken Johnson 
 

P.   Extreme Weather and Trees  -      

      Duane Friend 
 

Q.  Open Talk -  Guest 
 

CEU sheets available immediately following               

each session. 

CONFERENCE  SPEAKERS 

Chris Benda                          
Plant Ecologist,                                       

Illinois Natural History Survey 

Ben Chu                                    
Horticulture Supervisor, Japanese Gardens, 

Missouri Botanical Garden 

Chris Enroth                         
Horticulture Educator,                                

University of Illinois Extension 

Chris Evans                          
Forestry Extension and Research        

Specialist, University of Illinois Extension 

Duane Friend                         
Energy and Environmental Stewardship 

Educator, University of Illinois Extension 

Jeff Harris                                          

 

Ken Johnson                        
Horticulture Educator,                            

University of Illinois Extension 

Ryan Pankau                        
Horticulture Educator,                              

University of Illinois Extension 

Kevin Rohling                       
Forestry Technician,                               

University of Illinois Extension  

Martha Smith                        
Horticulture Educator,                              

University of Illinois Extension 

Scott Woodbury                    
Curator, Whitmire Wildflower Garden, 

Shaw Nature Reserve 

 

 

 

Session V -  1:40  -  2:40 p.m.  

Session VI -  2:50  -  3:50 p.m.  



University of Illinois Extension 

Madison-Monroe-St. Clair Extension Unit 

1 Regency Plaza Drive, Suite 200 

Collinsville, IL 62234 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

University of Illinois offers equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend this event, please contact 

618-344-4230 prior to 3/10/19. 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Collinsville, IL 62234 
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2019 Gateway Green Industry Conference 
Class Descriptions 

SESSION I - 8:00 - 9:00 AM  

A. Identification and Management of Woody 

Invasive Plants – Chris Evans 

Woody invasive plants (shrubs, trees and vines) are 
some of the most damaging invasive species that occur 
in Illinois.  This presentation will cover how to identify 
the common, priority woody invasive species as well as 
discuss management approaches and control           
recommendations. 

 

B. Perennial Garden Maintenance -                   

      Martha Smith 

Cutting back, deadheading, pinching, layering bloom 
and dividing are common chores when maintaining a 
perennial garden.  But which plant gets which         
treatment?  Learn the basics of perennial garden 
maintenance based on common plant needs.  Martha 
Smith, Horticulture Educator, will help ease your 
maintenance anxieties! 

 

SESSION II - 9:10 - 10:10 AM  

C. Ecology and Identification of Illinois Native     

      Oaks and Hickories - Chris Evans 
Oaks and hickories are critical components of forests in 
Illinois. Both groups have species that occur across the 
range of Illinois forest types.  This presentation will    
discuss characteristics used to distinguish the 20 oak 
and 10 hickory species as well as the ecology of these 
species and the ecosystems built around them. 

 

D. Maintaining a Successful Native Garden-      

      Scott Woodbury 

I strive to shape gardens to fit into our neighborhoods, 
our yards and minds. Successful gardens get weeded, 
watered and mulched. Plants are divided, pruned and 
removed when they show up in the wrong place. This 
talk will show you how to plan for, enhance and      
maintain an enjoyable and beautiful garden. he transplanting 

pro 

E. The Midas Touch -  Martha Smith  

Think beyond green in your landscape.  Add a splash of 
gold to create a focal spot or create a color accent.   
Recent plant introductions offer a variety of yellow/gold 
foliaged plants.  You can add gold with evergreens, 
trees, shrubs, groundcovers and perennials.  Find out 
how you can add the Midas Touch to your garden. 

 

SESSION III - 10:20 - 11:20 AM  

F. Tips for Identifying Trees in Winter -  Chris 

Benda 

Most people look at leaves to identify trees, but they 
can be identified any time of the year by looking at the 
twigs and buds.  Learn tips and basic techniques for 
identifying trees in the winter during this fun an        
informative presentation. 

 

G. Water Management in the Landscape -       

      Chris Enroth 

This program will address the issues surrounding the 
pressures on our nation’s water quality and provide 
design solutions for landscapers to reduce their impact 
on those downstream. Come learn the fundamentals 
and creative design strategies of bioswales, living 
roofs, rain gardens, permeable paving, and rain      
barrels. This program is a great opportunity to          
appreciate how small changes can make big impacts. 

 
H. Prescribed Fire Management  - Jeff Harris 
A discussion on the history of fire as a management 
tool and current applications/limitations for prescribed 
fire in forest and prairie community types. 
 

 

 

 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 

11:20 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 



2019 Gateway Green Industry Conference 
Class Descriptions 

SESSION IV - 12:30 - 1:30 PM  

I.  Illinois Native Wildflowers for Gardens – 
Chris Benda 

With so much of the state converted to agriculture and 
urbanized areas, it is ever so important that           
homeowners create mini-refuges on their properties 
when possible. Native wildlife need native plants to   
survive and there is a lot the average person can do to 
create habitat for these organisms in their own 
yards.  Botanist, Chris Benda, will take the audience on 
a tour of Illinois by region, highlighting the many showy 
and interesting wildflowers that can be found in each 
region of the state. Emphasis will be on easy to grow 
species that are available in the nursery trade.  

 

J.  How to Kill Your Tree - A Guide to What NOT    

     To Do -  Chris Enroth 

Sometimes a tree’s biggest pest is the homeowner. 
During this session, participants will learn all the     
common mistakes homeowners make when planting 
and maintaining their most valuable landscape          
investment, their trees. 

 

K. Chain Saw Safety and the Open Face Boring 

Back Cut -  Kevin Rohling 

An introduction to chainsaw safety will be presented 
including safety features of a chainsaw, personal      
protective equipment, and safe handling and techniques 
to reduce common risks while working with a           
chainsaw.  The presentation will conclude with an       
outdoor demonstration of the open face boring back cut 
tree felling technique.   

 

 

SESSION V - 1:40 - 2:40 PM  

 

L. Pollinators in the Landscape -  Ken Johnson 

The general public has become increasingly interested 
in pollinators over the last several years.  Due to this 
awareness, pollinator friendly landscaping is becoming 
increasingly popular. This presentation will discuss 
what types of flowers different types of insects are    
attracted to, what plants make good pollinator plants  
as well as resources for creating pollinator gardens.     

 

M. Trees Natural Defense Mechanisms -     

Ryan Pankau 

Just think about the amount of tree energy expended to 
seal over pruning cuts and compartmentalize rot and 
decay within the boles of our urban trees.  University of 
Illinois Extension Horticulture Educator, Ryan Pankau, 
will review the processes at play when trees perform 
the amazing feat of blocking pathogens with their     
natural defense mechanisms.   
 

N. Pruning Shrubs in the Landscape - Ben Chu 

Presentation objective is to learn the types of shrub 

pruning, learn to rehabilitate poorly managed shrubs, 

and how to hand prune shrubs for a quality, long-lasting 

shrub in the landscape. 
 

SESSION VI - 2:50 - 3:50 PM  

O.  Preventing Tick and Mosquito Bites -  Ken 

Johnson 

Tick populations have been on the rise the last several 
years.  The number of people contracting illnesses from 
ticks and mosquitoes has also been increasing.  This 
presentation will discuss the biology of ticks and     
mosquitoes as well as ways to protect yourself from 
being bitten by them.   

 

P. Extreme Weather and Trees -  Duane Friend 

Extension Educator, Duane Friend, will discuss the  
effects of lightning, ice, drought, and flooding on trees, 
and managing affected trees  afterwards. 

 



Conference Registration 
Registration and fee is due by March 8 2019 

 

Gateway Green Industry Conference                    Wednesday, March 13, 2019 
On-line registration: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/mms 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person. (Classes must be selected) 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________  Firm/Organization __________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone (Day) ____________________________ FAX number _______________________ E-mail __________________________________________________ 

      (A registration confirmation will be sent to all persons providing an e-mail address) 

 

Business Address ___________________________________________________ City _______________________________ State ______ Zip ________________ 

 

_____ Active Master Gardener or Master Naturalist 

Illinois Certified Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists must include copy of current I.D. card or letter of active status from County Director.                          

Missouri Botanical Garden will be contacted directly to verify Missouri Master Gardeners. 

 

Breakout Session Preferences  (Continuing Education Credit Information on back) 

 

Session I:       8:00 - 9:00 A.M. 

___A. ID and Management of Woody Invasive Plants - Chris Evans        

___B. Perennial Garden Maintenance - Martha Smith       

 

Session II:       9:10 - 10:10  A.M. 

___C. Ecology and Identification of Illinois Native Oaks & Hickories - Chris Evans        

___D. Maintaining a Successful Native Garden - Scott Woodbury        

___E. The Midas Touch  - Martha Smith        

 

Session III:       10:20 - 11:20  A.M. 

___F. Tips for Identifying Trees in Winter - Chris Benda     

___G. Water Management in the Landscape - Chris Enroth 

___H. Prescribed Fire Management - Jeff Harris 

 

 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN     11:20 A.M. - 12:30  P.M. 

 

 

Session IV:       12:30 - 1:30  P.M. 

___I. Illinois Native Wildflowers for Gardens - Chris Benda 

___J. How to Kill Your Tree - A Guide to What NOT To Do - Chris Enroth               

___K. Chain Saw Safety and the Open Face Boring Back Cut - Kevin Rohling 

 

Session V:       1:40 - 2:40  P.M. 

___L. Pollinators in the Landscape  - Ken Johnson 

___M. Trees Natural Defense Mechanisms - Ryan Pankau 

___N. Pruning Shrubs in the Landscape - Ben Chu 

 

Session VI:       2:50 - 3:50  P.M.   

___O. Preventing Tick and Mosquito Bites - Ken Johnson   

___P. Extreme Weather and Trees - Duane Friend 

         

 

  



To register by check send registration form and check payable to: University of Illinois Extension  

to: 

University of Illinois Extension 

1 Regency Plaza Drive, Suite 200 

 Collinsville, IL 62234 

 Fax: 618-344-5602 (Forms may be faxed for credit card registrations) 

(Please call 618-344-4230 after faxing to verify receipt.) 

 

To register by credit or debit card: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/mms or send completed registration forms for each person with the following information (can 

send multiple registration forms to charge to one credit card): 

 

Name on Card ___________________________________  Card Type:     __Mastercard     __Visa      __Discover              

             __American Express     

 

Billing Address ___________________________________  City _____________ State _______   ZipCode _____________ 

 

Card #______________________________________________ Date of Expiration _______________________ 

 

3 digit card verification number on back of card: __________ 

 

E-mail: ____________________________________________ (for copy of credit card charge receipt) 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT 

CEU’S HAVE BEEN APPROVED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 

1. International Society of Arboriculture -  6 hours for entire day. Approved Sessions:   

2. Illinois Landscape Contractors Association -  1 CEU per hour for Landscape Industry Certified Technicians 

3. Illinois Park & Recreation Association -  0.10 per session (Total of 0.60 for entire day). 

    report with registration form and copy of the program. 

General Admission:      $80/person 

 

Certified Master Gardeners and Naturalists 

Discounted Rate: $50 

 

Certified Master Gardeners & Naturalists must include copy of current I.D. 

card or letter of active status from your County Director. 

 

There is no Trade Show or Lunch   

offered this year. 

 

Registration due by March 6, 2019.             

Registration is not complete until payment is received. 

 

 

On-line registration available at:  

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/mms 

 

Walk in registration (and registrations received after 3/10/19). 

Walk in Rate:  $85      

Questions: 

 Patty Stanton 

 University of Illinois Extension 

 Madison-Monroe-St. Clair Extension Unit 

 1 Regency Plaza Drive, Suite 200 

 Collinsville, IL 62234 

 (618) 344-4230 

 e-mail: pstanton@illinois.edu 

 

 

A link to the handouts will be e-mailed prior to 
the conference if you supply an e-mail with 

registration. 


